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What Is Geography?



Think, Pair, Share!
1 In the middle of your page, write ‘Geography’ in a bubble.

2
Around this, write as many topics you think we study in geography as 
you can think of. Remember what you learnt in primary school. 

3 Share your ideas with your partner and add any ideas you hadn’t 
thought of to your diagram.

4 We will take it in turns to share one idea each with the class. If you hear 
anything new, add it to your diagram!



Did You Think of All of These?

population

rich/poor

plants

rocks

Add any you didn’t get!

weather and climate

travelling



Did You Think of All of These?

rivers

volcanoes

seas

earthquakes

Add any you didn’t get!

waste and pollution

jobs



Did You Think of All of These?

where people live/move to

Add any you didn’t get!

floods tourism



Two Categories of Geography

The features of the world around 
us (oceans, mountains, 
earthquakes, etc.).

physical geography: 

What people do, such as where 
they live, how they make money 
and the effects of human 
interactions with each other and 
the planet.

human geography: 



Two Categories of Geography

Choose two coloured pencils; assign one to 
‘physical geography’ and the other to ‘human 
geography’.

Look at each topic you have listed on your 
diagram and shade it according to which 
category you think it fits into.

If you are unsure of any, leave them un-
coloured for the time being.



Feedback 
What did you put into each category?

Take it in turns to give feedback on topics for each side of the list.  
Colour in any you were unsure of if you hear them mentioned.

Physical Human



Divide Your Categories
With only two categories – physical and human – there is still a lot of topics to 
keep track of. If we were to divide each category further, what headings could we 
use?

Talk to your partner and see what you can come up with!



Divide Your Categories
Take it in turns to share your ideas with the group.

You will have your own ideas but here are some you might have thought of...

physical geography: human geography: 

• environment
• biology
• planetary
• natural disasters

• economy
• communities
• cultures
• disaster responses



Plenary Quiz!
You are about to see some geographical images.

Put your hands in the air if you think the image represents physical geography; put 
your hands on the table if it represents human geography!



Plenary Quiz!

Physical Geography



Plenary Quiz!

Physical Geography



Plenary Quiz!
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Human Geography



Plenary Quiz!
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Physical Geography



Plenary Quiz!

Human Geography



Plenary Quiz!

Photo courtesy of Gianluca Ramalho Misiti (@flickr.com) - granted under creative commons licence – attribution

Human Geography



Plenary Quiz!

Physical Geography



Plenary Quiz!

Human Geography
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